High-frequency audiometry in children.
On the grounds of recent literature and of their own previous studies, the authors have examined a group of 25 normal-hearing children, ranging from 7 to 10 years of age, with high-frequency audiometry. The results were compared with those obtained in a group of young adults. On the basis of these findings, average threshold values were derived for this age group; such data have not yet been published for this simple headset technique. Furthermore, the comparison between the two age groups enabled the authors to determine a deterioration of the high-frequency hearing threshold which takes place at a fairly early age. Reliability of the equipment, in which headphones were used as transducers, was checked and the reproducibility for this test was shown to be adequate, as seen from the low test-retest variability.